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UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1973 (2011), FURTHER 

SANCTIONS AGAINST PERSONS AND ENTITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 

 

Friday, 18 March 2011:  On 17 March 2011, the United Nations Security Council (the 

UNSC) passed UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011) authorising “all necessary measures to 

protect civilians in Libya”, and imposing, inter alia, a no-fly zone over Libya.  This is a 

successor resolution to UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) which was adopted on 26 February 

2011 and it further tightens the extensive range of sanctions (including an asset freeze and 

arms embargo) against certain persons and entities associated with the government of the 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (Libyan government). 

 

UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011) was also passed under Chapter VII of the Charter of the 

United Nations which means that all Member States of the United Nations are obliged to 

implement it.  Resolution 1973 (2011) provides for the protection of civilians, a no-fly zone, 

the enforcement of the arms embargo against Libya, a ban on flights, and extends the 

travel ban and assets freeze introduced by UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) to the 

individuals and entities associated with the Libyan government listed in Annex I and Annex 

II of Resolution 1973 (2011).   

 

The asset freeze provisions of UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011) extends those imposed by  

UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) and requires all Member States to freeze without delay all 

funds, other financial assets and economic resources which are on their territories, 

belonging to the individuals or entities listed in an annex to the resolution.  Member States 

should also prevent their nationals or individuals or entities within their territories, from 

making available any funds, financial assets or economic resources to the individuals or 

entities listed in an annex to the resolution. 
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The South African government has indicated on several occasions that it welcomes and 

supports UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011), and has indicated in the UN Security Council that 

it hopes the letter and spirit of the present resolution, UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011), 

would be implemented in full. 

 

Financial Intelligence Centre’s recommendations regarding the Resolution 

The FIC advises all accountable institutions of the asset freeze and the statements 

referred to above.  In this regard the FIC urges accountable institutions to take account of 

the further designations pursuant to UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011) in addition to the 

existing designations under UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) so as to avoid being exposed 

to transactions which may facilitate the provision of funds, financial assets or economic 

resources directly or indirectly to listed persons or entities associated with the Libyan 

government. 

 

The FIC therefore advises accountable institutions of the need to exercise vigilance over 

their activities and to apply adequate risk mitigation practices, supported by effective 

internal systems and control measures to apply enhanced due diligence, scrutiny and 

monitoring of business relationships and transactions which may relate directly or indirectly 

to persons or entities listed pursuant to UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) and UNSC 

Resolution 1973 (2011) as well as other entities incorporated in Libya or subject to its 

jurisdiction. 

 

UNSC Resolution 1973 (2011) 

 

UNSC Resolution 1970 (2011) 

 

Note to editors: The Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC) was established in 2003, through the promulgation of 

the Financial Intelligence Centre Act 38 of 2001, with the purpose of identifying the proceeds of unlawful 

activities and combating money laundering and terror financing.  The organisation collects and analyses data 

sourced from accountable institutions and, where necessary, provides this analysis to law enforcement 

authorities, the South African Revenue Service and intelligence agencies for further follow up. The FIC works 

closely with counterparts on the African continent and international organisations.  As part of its mandate, the 

organisation promotes awareness of the threat of money laundering and terror financing. Simultaneously it 

enhances levels of business compliance and reduces the possibility of financial institutions being exploited by 

criminal networks, which is core to enhancing the integrity of the country’s financial system. In line with this the 

Amendment to the FIC Act was announced on 1 December 2010. 

 

Issued by the Financial Intelligence Centre 

www.fic.gov.za  

http://www.fic.gov.za/DownloadContent/NEWS/PRESSRELEASE/110317%20SC%2010200%206498%20Meeting%20Res%201973%202011.pdf
http://www.fic.gov.za/DownloadContent/NEWS/PRESSRELEASE/110317%20SC%2010200%206498%20Meeting%20Res%201973%202011.pdf
http://www.fic.gov.za/DownloadContent/NEWS/PRESSRELEASE/UNSC%20Res%201970%2026%20February%202011%20Libya.pdf
http://www.fic.gov.za/DownloadContent/NEWS/PRESSRELEASE/UNSC%20Res%201970%2026%20February%202011%20Libya.pdf
http://www.fic.gov.za/
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For more information please contact: Lerato Nkosi on: +2712 641 6000; or via e-mail on 

communications@fic.gov.za 

mailto:communications@fic.gov.za

